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Western Theological
Seminary
Reformed Church in America
1908-1909
HOLLAND, MICHIGAN
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1908.
1909.
Calendar
1908 - 1909
September 17 .......................... Entrance Examinations.
September 18 ........................... Assignment of Work.
November 25 ........................... Thanksgiving Recess
December 19 ........................... Christmas Recess begins.
January 5 ............................... Work Resumed.
January 13 ............................. Winter Examinations.
May 6-7 ................................. Written Examinations.
May 11-12 .............................. Meeting of Board of Su-
perintendents.
May 11-12 .............................. Oral Examinations.
May 12 ................................... Commencement Exercis-
es in evening
September 16 ........................... Entrance Examinations.
September 17 .......................... Assignment of Work.
November 25 ..... .................... Thanksgiving Recess
December 24 ........................... Christmas Recess begins.
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Board of Superintendents
EX-OFFICIO
JOHN W. BEARDSLEE, D. D., LL. D.,
GERRIT J. KOLLEN, LL. D.,
Pres, of the Faculty.
Pres, of Hope College.
From the Synod of New York
1913. REV. BENJAMIN E. DICKHAUT, - - New York City.
From the Synod of Albany
1909. REV. PHILIP H. COLE, D. D.,* - - - Syracuse, N. Y.
From the Synod of New Brunswick
1912. REV. ISAAC W. GO WEN, D. D., - - Weehawken, N. J.
From the Synod o Chicago
1913. REV. JACOB P. DE JONG, - - - Zeeland, Mich.
1913. ELDER T. H. TER AVEST - - Coopersville, Mich.
1909. REV. PETER MOERDYKE, D. D., - South Bend, Ind.
1909. ELDER B. DOSKER, - . . Grand Rapids, Mich
1910. ELDER J. A. WILTERDINK, - - - Holland, Mich.
1912. REV. JACOB VAN DER MEULEN, - - Fairview, III.
From the Classes
^lassis Name Term ExpiresDakota, Rev. Henry Straks, 1912.
Illinois, “ George Niemeyer, 1912.Holland “ Evert J. Blekkink, 1913.
Pleasant Prairie, “ John G. Theilken, 1908.Iowa. “ Dirk J. DeBey, 1909.
Michigan, “ Ralph Bloemendal, 1909.
Wisconsin, “ Henry Hospers, Jr., 1909.PeFa “ Henry J. Pietenpol, 1910.
Grand River, “ Matthew Kolyn, D. D., 1911.
Officers of the Board
REV. EVERT J. BLEKKINK ...... President.
REV. PETER MOERDYKE, D. D„ - - - - Stated Clerk.
* Removed.
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Faculty
REV. JOHN W. BEARDSLEE, D. D., LL.D.,
President of the Faculty and Professor of Biblical Languages and
Literature.
26 East Twelfth Street.
REV. NICHOLAS M. STEFFENS, D. D.,
Professor of Historical Theology.
131 West Eleventh Street.
REV. GERRIT H. DUBBINK, D. D.,
Secretary of the Faculty and Professor of Didactic and Polemic
Theology.
274 Maple Street.
REV. JAMES F. ZWEMER, D. D.,
Professor of Practical Theology,
West Fourteenth Street.
Special Lectures.
The Rev. Herman Bavinck, D. D., Professor of Dogmatic Theology
in the Free University, Amsterdam, Netherlands, delivered two lec-
tures,— “Idealism,” and “Christianity and the Future,”— which were
highly appreciated by the students and the public who were invited
to attend then .
Committee on Reception of Students and Examinations.
Rev. J. P. De Jong, Evert J. Blekkink, Matthew Kolyn, Peter Braak,
President G. J. Kollen, and the Faculty.
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Stud e ots
SENIOR CLASS
Arie Muyskens. . .
Iowa College, 1906.
ZWIER ROETMAN ......
...Orange City, Iowa.
Hope College, 1905.
Bernard Rottschaefer.
Hope College, 1906.
William Rottschaefer
Hope College, 1905.
Andrew Stegenga .......
Hope College, 1906.
Willard P. Van der Laan
Hope College, 1905.
Meinhard D. Van der Meer
MIDDLE CLASS
George Hankamp ................................................ Grand Rapids.
Hope College, 1907.
Henry Mollema ................................................... Ringle, VVis.
Hope College, 190',
Cornelius Muller ................................................... Holland.
Hope College, 1907.
Henry Pannkuk ............................................... Titonka, Iowa.
German Presbyterian College, Dubuque, la., 1907.
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Mannes A. Stegeman ..............................
Hope College 1907.
John J. Van der Schaaf ........................
Hope College 1908.
Francis D. White .................................
.......... Holland
[Maurice, Iowa
...... Saugatuck
JUNIOR CLASS
............. Saugatuck
........ Grand Rapids
Hope College 1908.
............ Hamilton
A Mrrrmwv J-T A VTTPTCAMP
Hope College 1906.
..Cedar Grove, Wis.
rx. IN I IlUiN I i Jl/lvlvrviiAA • • •
r' r'f'.nr'T? T?r\T>T'k HlTT^TMn A
Hope College 1908.
.................. Zeeland
Hope College 1908.
..Orange City, Iowa
Northwestern Academy.
......... Hull, Iowa
William C. Walvoord.
Hope College 1907.
Hope College 1908.
....... Oostburg, Wis.
Special
SUMMARY
SENIORS ........................ 7
MIDDLES ....................... 7
JUNIORS ........... . ............ 8
TOTAL. .22
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COURSES OF STUDY
Exegetical Theology
HEBREW
Junior Class
1. Elements of Hebrew, Grammar and Word formation based on
the first eight Chapters of Genesis.
Five hours per week. First half-year.— Prof. Beardslee.
_ 2- Dri11 reading from Pentateuch and Joshua, with Syntax and
review of Grammar.
Five hours per week. Second half-year.— Prof. Beardslee.
3. Biblical Antiquities.
One hour per week. First half-year. One hour per week.
Second half-year.— Prof. Beardslee.
Middle and Senior Classes
4. Readings from Historical Books, with Chronology, Antiquities
and relations with Foreign Nations. Not given in 1908.
Three hours per week. First half-year.— Prof. Beardslee.
5. Messianic Prophecy with principles of Exegesis and develop-
ment of Messianic idea. Not given in 1908.
Three hours per week. Second half-year.— Prof. Beardslee.
6. Old Testament Introduction, with reference to contents of
books and current criticism. Not given in 1908.
One hour per week. First half-year.
One hour per week. Second half-year.— Prof. Beardslee.
7. The Minor Prophets, with text of Amos and Malachi and re-
view of entire period.
Three hours per week. First half-year.— Prof. Beardslee.
8. Hebrew Poetry. Its external form and Exegesis.
Three hours per week. Second half-year.— Prof. Beardslee
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GREEK
Junior Class
1. Harmony of the Gospels, with special reference to historical
and exegetical facts.
One hour per week. First half-year.
One hour per week. Second half-year. Prof. Dubbink.
Middle Class
2. Exegetical study of the methods of Paul as a missionary.
One hour per week. First half-year.
One hour per week. Second half-year. Prof. Zv/emer.
Middle and Senior Classes
3. The Epistle to the Romans.
Two hours per week. First half-year.
Two hours per week. Second half-year. Prof. Steffens.
4. The Epistle to the Hebrews. Not given in 1908.
Two hours per week. First half-year.
Two hours per week Second half-year.— Prof. Steffens.
5. The Pastoral Epistles.
One hour per week. First half-year.
One hour per week. Second half-year. Prof. Zwemer.
6. New Testament Introduction.
One hour per week. First half-year.
One hour per week. Second half-year. Prof. Beardslee.
Systematic Theology
In addition to the Outline prepared by the professor the student
is referred throughout the course, to Charles Hodge’s Theology and
other standard works both in the Holland and English languages.
Junior Class
General Introduction to Systematic Theology, Inspiration,
Symbolics and Principles of non-Christian religions.
Two hours per week. First half-year.
Two hours per week. Second half-year. Prof. Dubbink.
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Middle Glass
2. Theology Proper, Anthropology and Soterology, with modern
theories of sin, the Person of Christ, etc.
Three hours per week. First half-year.
Three hours per week. Second half-year.— Prof. Dubbink.
Senior Ciass
3. Soteriology, that is, way, means and consummation of salva-
tion. Review of entire course.
Three hours per week. First half-year.
Three hours per week. Second half-year. — Prof. Dubbink.
4. Christian Ethics.
One hour per week. First half-year.
One hour per week. Second half-year.— Prof. Dubbink.
Historical Theology
Junior Class
1. Propadeutics — Philosophical foundations of Theology.
Two hours per week. First half-year.
One hour per week. Second half-year. — Prof. Steffens.
2. Sacred History. Embracing Jewish Religion, history, revel-
ation, with references to Egyptology and Assyriology.
Two hours per week. First half-year.
Three hours per week. Second half-year.— Prof. Steffens.
Middle Class
3. Church History to Reformation. Planting of Church, con-
dition of Gentile and Jewish world, agressive and defensive.
Three hours per week. First half-year.
Three hours per week. Second half-year.— Prof. Steffens.
Senior Class
4. Church History since the Reformation, on the basis of Re-
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formation principles, with a special study of the Reformed Church in
America.
Two hours per week. First half-year.
Three hours per week. Second half-year.— Prof. Steffens.
Practical Theology
Junior Class
1. Hermeneutics, including a synthetic study of the books of
the Bible. , . .
One and one-half hours per week. First nali-year.
One and one-half hours per week. Second half-year.— Prof .
2. Homiletics with Lectures on the Ministry and Sermon work.
Three hours per week, First half-year.
Three hours per week. Second half-year— Prof. Zv/emer.
Middle Class
3. Liturgies.
One hour per week. First half-year.— Prof, ^ wemer.
4. Poimenics,* Catechetics and Sunday School work.
One and one-half hours per week. First half-year.
One and one-half hours per week. Second half-year. Prof.
5. Sermon Sketches, Exercises in preaching, Written and n -
temporaneous Sermons and explanation of the Heidelberg Catecmsm.
One hour per week. First-half year.
One hour net week. Second half-year— Prof. Zwemer
Senior Class
6. Evangelism and exegetical study of the Pastoral Epistles
One hour per week. First half-year.
One hour per week. Second half-year— Prof. Zwemer.
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7. Kybernetics, Church Polity and Church Government, Written
and extemporaneous sermon sketches, Exercises in preaching, Writ-
ten and extemporaneous sermons in the English, Holland and Ger-
man languages.
One hour per week. First half-year.
One hour per week. Second half-year.— Prof. Zwemer.
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General Information
THE YEAR— The Seminary opens on the third Thursday in
September, at 10 o'clock a. m„ when the Committee meets for the re-
ception of students, and closes on the second Wednesday m May,
with the Annual Commencement, at which addresses are made by
two students and a member of the Board of Superintendents ap-
pointed for that purpose.
CONDITIONS OF ENTRANCE— Every applicant is required to
present a certificate of church membership and one of literary qua i-
fications. One who has not pursued a regular collegiate course must
give proof by testimonials or examinations of such hteraiy attain-
ments as will enable him to profit by the course of study_
Students are accepted from any denomination of Chris •
The requirements of the constitution in regard to students pre-
paring for the ministry in the Reformed Church are as follows:
“Every person contemplating the work of the ministry,
commences his course of Theological studies, shall furnish satisfac-
tory evidence of his being a member, in full communion and in goo
standing, of a Reformed Church; of his piety, abilities and ^ iterary
attainments; and, thereupon shall be admitted into one of the Theo-
logical Schools; and during the prosecution of his studies there, s.a,
be subject to the rules and regulations thereof; and when he sh
have completed the prescribed course and term of Theologica st
ies, shall be admitted to an examination according to the
of the Schools as established by the General Synod; and if found
qualified, shall receive a Professorial Certificate to that effect wt ch
shall entitle him to an examination for licensure before the Classis
which he belongs.”— Constitution, Art. II, Sec. 2.
EXAMINATIONS— At the close of the year a written examina-
tion of all the classes, and on all the branches of study is held be-
fore a Committee of the Board of Superinteadeats, oa Thursday and
Friday before Commencement, at 9 o'clock a. m„ and this is followed
by an oral examination before the full Board on the Tuesday and
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Wednesday of Commencement week. Special written
are held in midwinter as the work requires.
examinations
BENEFICIARY AID— Instruction is entirely gratuitous. Young
men are aided by the Board of Education as their circumstances re
quire and the funds admit, not only whik in the Seminary, but in
the College studies preparatory to entering it. Rooms are provided
in Van Vleck Hall, and board can be obtained in the city or at Voor-
hees Dormitory at $2.50 per week.
MISSION WORK— A study of Missions is included in the regu-
lar work of the Seminary. The students and faculty together sup-
port two native workers in India. A weekly prayer-meeting does
much to stimulate a deep interest in missions. Mr. Peter Semel-
ink has established a scholarship of $2,000, the income of which is to
oe paid to a student in the Seminary, preference to be given to one
looking forward to Foreign Missionary Work.
THE ADEEPHIC Y. M. C. A.— A gathering of Professors and
Students is held every Tuesday evening at the home of one of the
Professors. It stands for social, intellectual and spiritual develop-
ment. Devotional exercises occupy the first half hour, essays and
general discussion follow, after which a brief time is spent in social
enjoyment. This meeting constitutes one of the most attractive
features of our Seminary life.
STUDENT PREACHING— Members of the Middle and Senior
masses have frequent opportunities to preach in our mission churches
and where a special supply is needed. The assignment of students
for such purposes is left by the General Synod with the Faculty who
will endeavor to afford all the students an opportunity to preach
It will greatly facilitate our effort if the churches needing such sup-
plies will apply directly to the president of the Faculty.
During the summer vacation students may be assigned to mis-
sion fields thus enabling them to acquire experience in conducting
church work as well as supplement their own income.
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Historical
The intention of the Reformei Church to establish Educational
Institutions which would provide for her young people in the rapidly
growing west, found expression in Hope College which was incorpor-
ated in the year 1866. Seven members of the graduating class peti-
tioned the General Synod for permission to continue their theological
studies at the College. Synod granted the request and arranged for
the professors of the College to give the necessary instruction. In
1867 the Rev. Cornelius E. Crispell was formally elected “Professor of
Didactic and Polemic Theology at Hope College,” and with assistance
from the other professors he was directed to give_ theological instruc-
tion in connection with his duties in the College. For a supervising
•body, Synod divided its Board of Superintendents of the Seminary at
New Brunswick, which was composed of one delegate for each
Classis throughout the Church, into an Eastern and Western Section,
the Western to have charge of Theology at Hope College.
In 1869, the class had completed the course and Synod formally
organized the “Western Theological Seminary,” and elected Drs. Van
Raalte and Phelps as additional professors, neither of whom entered
upon the position to which he had been chosen.
The work was greatly embarrassed by the lack of money, and
its relation to the Synod was not according to the traditions of the
Church. This finally led to a suspension of Theology in 1877, Synod
at the same time emphatically assuring the Western Churches it
would gladly restore the school as soon as an endowment could be
secured.
In 1884, this requirement having been met, mainly through the
sacrifices of the Western churches, Synod elected the Rev. Dr. Nicho-
las M. Steffens as Professor of Didactic and Polemic Theology, with
Rev. Peter Moerdyke and Henry E. Dosker as temporary Lectors. In
1885 a further advance was made and the complete independence of
the Seminary established by the appointment of a Board of Superin-
tendents, a Faculty under direct supervision of the Synod, and a
course of study similar to that in the Seminary at New Brunswick.
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In 1388, the system of Lectors was superceded by the election of
a Professor of Biblical Languages and Exegesis, and the Rev. Dr.
John W. Beardslee was chosen to fill the position.
The work continuing to expand, notwithstanding the adverse
influences attending it, in 1894 the Rev. Dr. Henry E. Dosker was
chosen Professor of Ecclesiastical History.
Hitherto the Seminary had no home and occupied very unsuitable
rooms in a building on the College Campus, originally built as a
residence for Professor Oggel, but in 1895, God moved the heart of
Mr. Peter Semelink, of the Vriesland Church, to erect a fine brick
building, furnished with modern conveniences and containing excel-
lent lecture rooms, a Chapel and room for a Library. This at once
settled all questions- as to the future of the Seminary, and gave a
new impetus to its progress.
This building is situated in the center of a large lot on the south
side of Twelfth street directly opposite the College Campus and
facing the new Gymnasium and Van Raalte Memorial Hall, a site
beautiful in itself and historically interesting because on it stood the
“Orphan House,” erected in the beginning of the colony as a home
for children whose parents died soon after reaching the settlement.
The maintenance and support of this property has been provided
for by the income of a donation of three thousand dollars from the
generous donor of the Hall. This gift is held in trust, for the afore-
said purpose, by the Council of Hope College at Holland, Mich.
In 1895 the Rev. Dr. Steffens resigned, and the Rev. Dr. Egbert
Winter was elected his successor. He resigned in 1904, and the Rev.
Gerrit H. Dubbink succeeded him.
In 1903 Prof. Dosker resigned and the General Synod elected the
Rev. Dr. Steffens to take his place.
In 1907 the Rev. James F. Zwemer, D. D., was chosen as Pro-
fessor of Practical Theology.
The Library
The foundation for a suitable Library was laid when the Rev.
Anson DuBois, D. D., gave $100,00 and sent a collection of books.
Later, the family of the Rev. Dr. Talbot W. Chambers sent a large
Western Theological Seminary 17
part of his extensive library to the Seminary, and this was supple-
mented by extensive donations from the valuable libraries of the Rev.
Drs. W. R. Gordon and John T. Demarest. At the General Synod of
1904, which met in Grand Rapids, a most welcome gift in money was
made by its members, which enabled us to purchase many needed
volumns and add a little to our BOOK FUND. To these the widow
of the Rev. Eugene E. Thomas added the well equipped library of her
deceased husband, rich in theological literature of a high order. The
newly organized Second Church at Zeeland has also made generous
additions to our fund. Very many others whose gifts have been
thoroughly appreciated have contributed until now a collection of
about 10,000 volumns is secured. Having only a small Library en-
dowment, the kind remembrance of our friends is heartily appreci-
ated. A card catalogue renders the books easy of access. For gen-
eral literature the students have free access to the Graves Library of
Hope College.
Resourses
This Seminary desires to see its teaching force supported from
the income of a limited endowment, and this income supplemented
by the perennial contributions of churches and friends. Hence we
name as our resources, our Endowment and the Seminary Salar)
Fund.
In accordance with this idea an endowment has been secured for
the three professorships first assigned, amounting to thirty thousand
dollars for each chair. An endowment of ten thousand dollars has
also been secured for incidental expenses, and of one thousand dol-
lars for a Library fund.
THE SEMINARY SALARY FUND.
Since the re-establishing of Theological Instruction at Holland, in
1884, all the monies needed for the salaries of the Lectors temporarily
employed, and for the payment in full of the salaries of the unen-
dowed or partially endowed Chairs, have been regularly provided' for
from the Salary Fund, to which nearly all the Churches in the West
devote an annual free-will offering.
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Out of this Fund the salary of the Professor of Practical Theo-
logy is paid and it also provides for whatever deficits may occur in
the income from the endowment.
As proof that this Salary Fund, as a living link between the
Seminary and the Churches, justifies the wisdom of thus investing a
Part of our Endowment in the affections of our constituency, it may
be stated this Fund has grown from $603, to the present income of
$1,600 annually, and that the amount given during these twenty
years to this Fund, to supplement the annua! income of the Endow-
ment, now aggregates the grand total sum of $23,000.
Ihree Needs Waiting for Responsive Friends
R.sidences for our Professors
A $5,000 Library Endowment
A Dormitory for our Students
The constant increase of household expenses makes it neces-
sary to secure suitable homes for the professors and friends of the
Seminary ought to take the matter into consideration.
Our Library has made an exceptional growth, through the
thoughtful assistance of our many friends. It is now thoroughly in-
dexed and arranged so as to be easily accessible to our students. But
we have yet so small an endowment that we are unable to secure
new books and the current magazines and papers which ought to be
placed before the students as soon as they appear. This we regard
as one of the fundamental requirements for securing a ministerial
education such as the times demand Can we look for the co-opera-
tion of our friends to secure this?
We are greatly pleased with the increasing number of our students.
A suitable dormitory would be an inducement for more to attend as
it is now difficult to secure desirable rooms in the vicinity of the
Seminary.
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Form of Bequest
I give unto the General Synod of the Reformed Church in
America .................................... Dollars, for the main-
tenance and support of the Theological Seminary of said Church, lo-
cated at Holland, Mich., and they are to invest the principal and ap-
ply the interest to said purpose.
OR
I give unto the General Synod of the Reformed Church in
America ................................... ....Dollars, for the es-
tablishment of a Professorship in the Theological Seminary of said
Church, located at Holland, Mich., to be named ....................
OR
I give unto the General Synod of the Reformed Church in
America .............................................. Dollars to the
fund for the purchase of books for the Library of the Western Theo-
logical Seminary located at Holland, Michigan.
Holland City News, Printers

